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OpyavwTIKI) ETITPOTIN
NG npepidag

Ap Ztépavog Ailapavtng

T. AlevBuvtric Epeuvwy, lvotitouTo
Aackwv Epguviv

Kpiotogpep Topag

Avtipoedpog — Dirol Tou Ayiou
‘Opoug (FOMA)

Mitep TaTtoLANG

MENOG TNC OpGdAG CLVTOVICUOU
Twv Gidwv Tou Ayiou ‘Opoug yia
TOV KABAPIOPO POVOTIATIWY KAl
OLVTOVIOTNC TNG OpAdag Twy HIMA
Anpnitpiog MTtakaing

MENOG TNG OpAdasg CLVTOVICUOU
Twv GAwv Tou Ayiou ‘Opoug yia Tov
KABAPIOPO POVOTIATIWY KAl EUTIEIROG
TIPOCKLYNTNG HE TIEPIOCOTEPEG ATIO
100 eruokeYelc oto Aylov ‘Opog
Kwvotavtivog AoApag

16pupa Apepikng yia to Ayov ‘Opog
(MAFA)

Avaotdoiog Ntovpog

AlevBuvTrc TNC AYIOPEITIKAG EoTiag
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Dr Stephanos Diamandis
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Research Institute

Christopher Thomas
Vice chairman - Friends of Mount
Athos (FOMA)

Peter Tatooles

Member of FOMA’s path clearing
leadership team and co-ordinator
of US group

Dimitrios Bakalis

Member of FOMA'’s path clearing
leadership team and veteran of
100+ pilgrimages to the Holy
Mountain

Constantine Dolmas
Mount Athos Foundation of
America (MAFA)

Anastasios Ntouros
Director of the Mount Athos Center
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To dUOIKO TTEPIBAANOV Kal N BIOTIOIKIAOTNTA

Tou Ayiov ‘Opoug

‘0 Aylov ‘Opog aroteAel To deUTEPO
| ONUAVTIKOTEPO  TIPOOKUVNUA  TNG
Opbodotiag petd Ta lepocoAvua,
EVW) TALTOXPOVA Bewpeital To «[epIBOAL
™™g Mavayiag» Adyw TG povadikng ¢u-
OKNC Tou opopdlac. 'Exel avaknpuxbel
Mvnueio Maykoéouiag KAnpovouldg amo
Tnv UNESCO, sival evraypevo oto Siktuo
pootatevopevwy Teploxwv Natura 2000
kal €xel avayvwplotel wg Edkn Meploxn
Aatpnong (EMA) kat Edkn TMeploxn
Mpootaciac (EMM) yia TN BIOTOIKINGTNTA
TOU.
H pakpoxpovia aroucsia ooknong, 10
W¢ ayortpoBdTwy, n araydopseucon Tou
KLVNYIOU Kal TNG OAEiaG, N AEAOYIOUEVN
EKPETAAELON TOL GUOIKOU TIAOUTOUL, N
QATMOUCIA KATACTPEMTIKWY TIOAEUWY KAl
OKIOPWY, O EAEYXOG TNG €l0060L TwV
TIPOCKLVNTWY, AAAA KUPIWG N POVACTIKN
drocodia Tou emikpaTtel el awveg, G-
auopdwaoav TNV ABWVIKN Xepodvnoo e
pio povadikr TIEPIOXN) TIPOOTACIAC TOU
®DUCIKOU TIEPIBAANAOVTOG Oxl POVOV oTn
HUEOOYEIOKN AEKAVN OAAA KA TIAYKOOMIWG.
2 e Kapia mepimtwon Opwe dgv TIPETIEL TO
PUOIKO TIEPIBAAOV ToL Ayiou ‘Opoug va
BewpnBel WG €vag oTATIKOC «TTaPAdEIc0q
TIPOOTATEVOLEVNC TIEPIOXNAC». AKOUN Kat
av €xel KATA Kalpoug emnpeactel anod
TOUG IBIAITEPOLG KAVOVEG KAl TO VOUIKO
TOU TIAQUCI0, €EEAICOOUEVO OULVEXWG WC
gva SUVAUIKO, QvBPWTIOYEVEG TIEPIBAA-
Aov, OdlokeiTal TAvToTe oTaBepd  arod

TOV HOVOXIKO TPOTIO OKEYNG KAl TNV OAL-
yoxpnoia. XapaKTneloTikO  TIapddelyua
autng NS e€ENENG amoTeAel n dldvolen
TIARBouG S6pduwv Ta TeAeuTtaia 30 xpovia
KAl N XPrion QuTOKIVATWY, TIOL AAAaEav
pIKA TIC peTakivioels. ‘ETot, oxt povo ol
povaxoi, aAAA KLPIWG Ol TIPOCKLVNTEG,
eykateAepav tnv meoropia ota okiepd
TMETPOOTPWTA POVOTIATIA, XINOUETPA TWV
oTolwv onuEPa £xouv KAgioel amod tn BAG-
otnon, evw N Aloliknon avalntd TPOToug
SlavoiEng Kat evBdppuvong NG XErnong
TOUG.

KOplog oKOTIOC TNG EKONAWGCNG HaC «Ayl-
ov ‘Opoc: ‘Eva povadikd pvnueio tng Po-
ong», pe TN dlopydvwon TNG nuepidag
Kal TNG €kBeong dpwrtoypadiag, eival va
EVNUEPWOEL TO €VPL KOO yla TN OTIOL-
SadTNTA Kal TN PovadIkoTNTA TOU PUOI-
KoL TePIBAANOVTOG Tou Ayiou Opoug, va
avadeitel TNV TOALETH TIPOCTIABEId TWV
diAwv Tou Ayiou ‘Opouc ard To Hvwpévo
Baoihelo (FOMA) yia tov kabaplopd twv
POVOTIATIWV NG ABWVIKAG XePOOVroou,
AA\G Kal va Becel og avoixtod SIAAOYO
TOUG TIPOPRANUATIOUOUC —HOVAXWY  Kal
TIPOOKLVNTWY— OXETIKA PE TN OTAdIOKN
AAAQyr} TOU TIPOCKLVNUATIKOU 1OEWA0UG,
SnAadr} Tou TPOTIOL PE TOV OTI0I0 Ol OLY-
XPOVOL ETUCKETITEG - TIPOOKUVNTEG TIPO-
oeyyiCouv To Aylov ‘Opog.

H Opyavwtikn Emitporti
Twv eKONAWOEWV
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The Natural Environment and Biodiversity

of Mount Athos

ount Athos is the second most
M important pilgrimage site of Or-

thodoxy after Jerusalem, and at
the same time it is regarded as the ‘Gar-
den of the Mother of God’ owing to its
unique natural beauty. Recognised as
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Mount
Athos is part of the Natura 2000 network
and has been officially designated both
as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
and a Special Protection Area (SPA) be-
cause of its exceptional biodiversity.
The long-standing absence of grazing,
particularly by goats and sheep, the
prohibition of hunting and fishing, the
prudent exploitation of natural resourc-
es, the absence of destructive wars and
settlements, the regulation of pilgrim
entry, and above all the monastic phi-
losophy prevailing for centuries, have
shaped the Athonite Peninsula into a
unique zone of environmental protec-
tion not only in the Mediterranean basin
but also globally. Yet the natural envi-
ronment of Mount Athos should not be
considered a static ‘paradise of protec-
tion.” Even though it has at times been
influenced by its distinctive rules and le-
gal framework, continuously evolving as
a dynamic, anthropogenic environment,
it has always been governed by the mo-
nastic mindset and the principle of sim-
plicity. A characteristic example of such
transformation is the opening of numer-
ous roads in the last thirty years and

the use of motor vehicles, which have
radically changed patterns of mobility.
Thus, not only monks but above all pil-
grims have abandoned walking along
the shaded, cobblestone paths, many
kilometres of which are now overgrown,
while the Administration is seeking ways
to reopen them and to encourage their
use.

The main purpose of our event ‘Mount
Athos: A Unique Monument of Nature’,
through the organisation of a confer-
ence and a photography exhibition, is to
inform the wider public about the impor-
tance and uniqueness of the natural en-
vironment of Mount Athos, to highlight
the long-standing efforts of the Friends
of Mount Athos (FOMA) from the Unit-
ed Kingdom in clearing the footpaths of
the Athonite Peninsula, and to initiate an
open dialogue - between monks and
pilgrims - regarding the gradual trans-
formation of the pilgrimage ideal, that is,
the way in which contemporary visitors
- pilgrims approach Mount Athos.

The Organising Committee
of the events
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Ayiov ‘Opog: 'Eva povadiko pvnueio tng povong

17:00 — 17:30 YNOAOXH - EIMMPA®EX

17:30 — 18:00 ENAPKTHPIA TEAETH - XAIPETIZMOI

NMPQOTH ZYNEAPIA

Awatripnon TG abwviknig
BloToOIKIAGTNTAG - TPEXOVOA Epeuva

MPOEAPIA

Anpnitplog MmakaAng

@idot Tou Ayiov ‘Opoug (FoMA),
Emmkepalri¢ kaBapliopov povorativ

18:00 - 18:30

Torio, xAwpida, mavida kat n
HUKNTIAKA TIOKIAOTNTA TOL Ayiou
‘Opoug

T. AievBuvtric Epeuvwy, Aievbuvtic
‘Epeuvac, lvotitouto Aaoikwv Epeuvwv

18:30 - 19:00

H Siaxeipion Tov kactavodacoug
Tou Ayiov ‘Opoug Kat n avapaduion
ToUL evOYelL TNG KAPATIKAG aAAaynig
Nikog Nouvvapng, Aacikog 20uBouiog,
Aioiknan tou Ayiou ‘Opoug

19:00 - 19:30

H mpoéAevon tng Madpng Medkng
(Pinus nigra) Tou Ayiov 'Opoug

Kab. Zmtipoc MaAaroidac, Anuokpitelo
lMaverotriuio Opdkng

AEYTEPH ZYNEAPIA

H 81e0vng cupBoAn otn dtatipnon
ToL aBwvikoL ToTTiov

MPOEAPIA
Ap Ztépavog Atapavtng

T. Aievbuvtric Epeuvwy, Ivotitouto
Aaoikwv Epguvwv

19:45 - 20:15

Mepriatwvrtag kat dovAevdovtag ota
lepA povomaria

Andrew Buchanan, ®iAot Tou Ayiou
‘Opoug (FoMA)

20:15 - 20:45
H tommoypadgia touv Ayiov ‘Opoug

Peter Howorth, Ek60tn¢ Tou Xdptn
Tou Ayiou Opoug

20:45 -21:00

ZuumepAopara Kai avolytn
ouirfitnon

Ia To p€AAov Tou ayloPEITIKOU TOTTIOU

Kal TIG EVEPYEIEC TTOU artaitovvTal yia
™ diatrpnar) Tou

19:30 — 19:45
AIAAEIMMA
21:00 - 22:00

Eykaivia €kBeong pwtoypadiag — Agimtvo oe prtovde
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Mount Athos: A Unique Monument of Nature
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17:00 - 17:30 RECEPTION - REGISTRATION
17:30 - 18:00 OPENING CEREMONY - WELCOME ADDRESSES

SESSION |

Conservation of the Athonite
Biodiversity - Current Research

CHAIR
Dimitrios Bakalis

Friends of Mount Athos (FOMA), Path-
Clearing Leader

18:00 - 18:30
Landscape, Flora, Fauna and Fungal
Diversity of Mount Athos

Dr Stephanos Diamandis, fmr Research
Director, Forest Research Institute

18:30 — 19:00

Management of the Chestnut
Forest of Mount Athos and Its
Enhancement in View of Climate
Change

Nikos Gounaris, Forestry Consultant,
Mount Athos Authority

19:00 - 19:30

Origin of the Black Pine (Pinus
nigra) of Mount Athos

Prof. Spyros Galatsidas, Democritus
University of Thrace

SESSION II

International Contribution to
the Preservation of the Athonite
Landscape

CHAIR
Dr Stephanos Diamandis

fmr Research Director, Forest
Research Institute

19:45 - 20:15
Walking and Working on the Holy
Paths

Andrew Buchanan, Friends of Mount
Athos (FoMA)

20:15 -20:45
The Topography of Mount Athos

Peter Howorth, Publisher of the Mount
Athos Map

20:45 -21:00
Conclusions and Open Discussion

On the future of the Athonite
landscape and the actions required for
its preservation

19:30 — 19:45
BREAK
21:00 - 22:00

Photography Exhibition Opening — Buffet Dinner
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